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Don’t Plastic Wrap the Real Thing
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there in front of a church was one of = " 4 of Easter. Noris it essential for me to
those plastic nativity scenes. You krpw = ~ get some pastel lights to hang in the
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| think she is kneeling) beside a plastic plastic version of our Savior.) What |
baby Jesus. The chgrch had some of would appreciate are people who show
the accompanying pieces as well- syn- —

thetic camels, donkeys and sheep.

Molded magi with a hollow box of gold, a Tupper-
ware of myrrh and a Rubbermaid frankensence.
The stable was some wood concoction (probably
that pressed wood stuff through.) It wasn’t dark
yet, so | don’t know if the figures still lit up at night.

Now mind you, if you are the proud owner of such
a Christmas set out on your lawn | am not trying to
dissuade you from displaying it this coming Christ-
mas. Itis a message amid the Santa’s and snow-
men that Christmas is about Christ. | guess what
got me going was that when none of the other holi-
day décor is present on the lawns of the signifi-
cance of “Christ is born” was lost to “here is Jesus
in all His plastic glory in March- please come wor-
ship here.”

You have noticed that there is no plastic Jesus on
the cross in the Easter section at Wal-Mart. You
won’t find a three foot version of a stone rolled
away from the tomb complete with three Mary’s
and a glowing Jesus that has holes in his hands,
feet and side. Unlike the Christmas season, which
in outdoor décor protocol begins the day after Hal-
loween, Easter has this very somber Holy Week
that preceeds the resurrection. It just doesn’t
seem right to stake up a cross (plastic or other-
wise) with some rendition of Jesus hanging there.
When Easter Sunday is over, then the cute bun-
nies and plastic eggs are stored away for the next
spring. Who wants to see Easter after Easter is
over out in the yard?

signs that they really believe there is life
in God. Signs that indicate that our
faith doesn’t turn on and off with the seasons.
People who advertise with their lives that Jesus
makes a difference not because of who he was,
but who he is.

Unlike the plastic figures, | yearn for the real
thing. Plastic won’'t do. Christmas is a great
season- but without Easter Jesus is just another
good kid that did good things for a lot of people.
Easter is a season that doesn’t end for Chris-
tians. The empty cross is an enduring symbol
that proclaims we believe in Jesus who wasn’t
wrung out, hung out and then flung out. No- we
believe that Christ did some mighty work on
that cross and then continued in life. That life is
extended to us now, and as we accept that gift
of grace, forever.

Being a flower gardener | see those blooms
(and weeds) as living symbols of Easter. The
blooms are not artificial- they just don’t sit there.
They need attending to. They die without the
water of life and the light of the world. They can
get choked out if the weeds are pulled. They
are called to produce new growth otherwise it is
dead. May your Easter never be something
you keep in a plastic Food Saver pouch that
looks the same every year. May Easter grow in
you as you grow in God’s grace.

God'’s Peace-
Pastor Randy



Banner in Sanctuary
Mary Jane Swenson has designed and created a banner that will be hanging in the sanctuary through the month of April.

“CHAOS"—Made for Glory and for Beauty

-This banner is made to be “ugly” to show our fragmented, chaotic life without Jesus.

-It shows the weight of the garbage that we carry every day, such as forgiveness, anger, selfishness, and pride.

-The chaotic lines represent how our life explodes when we aer ambushed by a crisis, such as addiction, illness, suicide
or divorce.

-The red thread that runs through this chaos is the blood of Jesus shed for us!

-There is assurance that in the middle of our darkness and despair, God has a PLAN!

*Rope and Chain——Bondage—Life without Christ

*Rags and Fragments——L.ife without direction or purpose

*Fragmented blocks—Life goes in all directions, zigs & zags. Paths are parallel, cross, and go alone again-without Christ
*Baubles, label, gaudy tassel——prestige, toys, materialism

*Skuzzy blocks——Our secrets are out in public. We are hanging on by a thread

*Camouflage——secrets: hiding true self

*Circle——God is in the middle of our troubles

*Key, Anchor, Crown of Thorns——Jesus died to set me free

*Heart——The Sacred Heart of Jesus

CROSS ROADS VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS COMING SOON!

Mark your calendars for Sunday, June 6th, as we kick off VBS 2010.

Right after Easter, our committee will be kicking into high gear to start designing sets,
gathering supplies and enlisting volunteers. We can't do it without you! Please keep our
team in your prayers and be ready as we call on you to share your gifts and talents. This
ministry touches the lives of countless children and families in our community, and we look
forward to this incredible opportunity!

**Contact Betsy Bonnema or Stacy O'Brien for more information or to get involved.

YOUTH NEWS
COMING UP!
Wed. April 7 - Informational meeting for Boundary Waters trip
Sat. May 1 - Confirmation practice and group photo, 10am - 12pm
Sun. May 2 - Confirmation Day!
Sat. May 15-Youth at Footloose at Chanhassen
June 21-25 - Boundary Waters 2010

Finance Update Session
The Finance Committee plans to hold a financial update session immediately following the church service and fellowship
time on Sunday, April 25th. We plan to meet in the fellowship hall to present a financial update which will include the
2010 general fund/budget, building mortgage update, review the 2010 budget and discuss pledge/giving commitments
for 2010.

Our Stewardship Last Month:

Attendance: General Fund Offerings Building Fund
March 7th 95 $3097.00 $397.50
March 14th 74 $2617.00 $ 85.00
March 21st 79 $1718.00 $ 70.00
March 28th 105 $3577.25 $540.00
Average this month 88 $27 52.31 $273.13

Average General Fund offering per Sunday needed to meet our 2010 Budget is $2931.
Our average offering per Sunday to date this vear is $2984.77.
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The Link Update
April 2010
Mission:
Creating a community where neighbors share the love of God through service to each other.
Neighbors in Need

People in our community are falling further and further behind. We are trying to help people get back to square one and
off to a fresh start. Since the beginning of 2010, The Link has disbursed over $7000 to assist people with things like
medical bills, health insurance premiums, transportation costs, housing, utilities, etc.

This is just the first step in building relationships with people that will connect them to the community, to employment
opportunities, to improved financial security, and emotional well-being.

Please consider how you can help support these people, through your financial gifts, contribution of time and talents and
the sharing of other resources.

Drop ‘N Shop Spring Clothing Exchange

Friday and Saturday, April 16-17 at Peace Lutheran  Church in New London
Drop off your donated clothes on Friday noon-6pm

Come back and shop on Saturday 9am-noon

Everything is FREE, including breakfast!!

Volunteers are still needed- contact The Link to sign up!
Resources Available

Laundry Facilities- Free at the New London office
Household items, furnishings, appliances, linens, etc.
Haircuts- free of charge

Resources Needed

People able to do small car repairs

Gift cards for gas, groceries, and household/ hygiene needs
Volunteers for office, computer

Community Meal Planning Committee:

Community Meal Project in the works to begin this fall.

Next Meeting is Thursday, May 6™ 6pm at Faith Lutheran

~For more information, contact Michelle Peterson by phone at (320) 796-2522 or (320) 894-1681, or by email
flc_michelle@tds.net

Shelter House Drive

As a service project for confirmation, Doug Fortney, Alex Wright and Dale Wright have chosen to head up a drive for
needed items for the Shelter House in Willmar. The Shelter House offers temporary housing and support services for
women and children to help them escape from abusive relationships at home. We hope you will assist us in the next four
weeks by bringing to the church items from the Shelter House wish list below. There will be a box in the narthex for these
items. Doug, Alex and Dale will deliver them at the end of the month. Thank you.

Shelter House Wish List

Diapers, size 4 and up Handy wipes paper towels
Kleenex paper plates paper cups
Tampons and pads napkins toilet paper

baby powder combs and brushes hand and body lotion
cologne/perfume bathroom aerosol cleaning supplies
shampoo and conditioner body wash kitchenware
Tupperware and mixing bowls cereal bowls pots and pans

night lights for bedrooms silverware plastic cups
pajamas for women and children summer clothing swim suits (all sizes)
sweatshirts and pants (all sizes) children’s toys

books for small children
coloring books and crayons




Weekly Hospitality Ministries

April 4 April 11 April 18 April 25

Greeters Decker/Broman Dean/Denz Duke/Brink/Pflipsen Sasse/Kelvington
Ushers Leither Baker Smith Barker/Zaske
Readers Evermann Feeken Fortney Gerdes
Coffee Pflipsen/Knisely Smith/Harried Solheid/Gerdes Ryks/Palmer
Nursery

May 2 May 9 May 16 May 23 May 30
Greeters |Boontra/Young D.Ericson/Evenson | Evermann/Fixsen Ostlund/Albers Fortney/Osborn
Ushers Hagen Bergstrom Decker Wosmek/Blokzyl | Bonnema
Readers [Hagen A.Johnson Kaiser Kelvington Knisely
Coffee Evenson/S.Peterson | Albers/Maurice Duke/Brink/Laughlin | Dean/Lobbins Broman/Springman
Nursery

April Birthdays

Lorraine Ericson 3rd
Kortni Kluver 3rd
Deb Ostlund 3rd
Justin Ochsner 8th
Howard Carlsen 9th
Nick Zachariason 9th
Andrew Ryks 13th
Ryan Ruhl 19th

Dale Wright 23rd
Zack Evenson 24th
Bryan Maurice 26th
Annaliese Duke 28th
Jeff Duke 30th

April Anniversaries

Richard & Roxann Bergstrom 3rd
Howard & Mary Carlsen 5th

Ken & Mae Barker 9th

Gary & Nancy Palmer 26th
Hank & Cindy Feeken 28th
Russ & Shari Wright 28th




5 reasons to go to camp this summer
God is already planning on being there. (Matthew 18:20)
Where else can you meet so many great new friends in such a short time?
It beats mowing the lawn or watching tv.
Action and adventure at your fingertips.
Fun, fun, fun!!! (and not just for kids!)
DON'T WAIT — SIGN UP TODAY!

**Brochures are available in the kiosk.
**Camperships are available, please see Pastor Randy, Bob Kaiser or Richard Bergstrom.
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